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Annual General Meeting    Thursday 30th November 2017  8.30 pm at Olde Boar’s Head

Chair: Cliff Ivers, 20116-17 MAS Chair/Secretary 
Minutes secretary: Anne Falloon, 2016-7 MAS Treasurer
	Present
	The meeting was quorate.  See attendance in table below.
	

	1. Chair’s Annual Report (including committee presentations)

	· There were two presentations by members of the MAS committee on 2016-17 excavation and research:
· Hopwood Mill Cottage (Robert Huddart) and Hopwood Mill finds (Liz Fairweather/Sharon Dawson)

· Old Boar’s Head 17th c owners and their wills/inventories (Cliff Ivers)

· Robert gave a detailed overview of the progress of the three-year dig at Hopwood Mill.  He demonstrated clearly how the site drawings he and the team had made matched a late 19th c photograph of the miller’s cottage.  He also recounted the contemporary testimony he had had from the cottage’s last inhabitant before it was demolished in 1947.  One find of earthenware from an earlier period than the mainly late 18th c building showed that there may have been an older building there, going back to the 16th or early 17th century.

· Liz and Sharon presented an overview of the finds from the miller’s cottage that included pottery such as blackware, slipware and transfer ware, but also iron, clay pipe parts and the occasional unusual find (a china doll’s head).  The talk contextualised the mill as a domestic environment of the late 18th, but mostly 19th century.  

· Cliff presented his research into the Walkdens, 17th century owner/landlords of the OBH, and the wills left by three men, Robert and two Isaacs in 1623, 1642 and 1669.  His work had taken him to Manchester Central Library and Preston Record Office and he had taught himself the obscure and difficult ‘secretary hand’ that lawyers used to write out manuscript wills and inventories in the early 17th century.  Using the newly revealed information about the Walkdens’ real and portable property in Middleton, he had noted the unusually large amount of furniture, bedding, etc passed down through the three generations of fathers and sons.  There was a strong likelihood that all three ran the OBH as an inn and ale house, possibly making it one of the oldest pubs in England in continuous use.  
	

	2. Treasurer’s Report
	The Treasurer’s report was made by Anne Falloon. Income and expenditure reported as follows:

· 2016-7 Income = £941;  expenditure = £974.76, therefore surplus was a minus figure £33.76
· Funds carried over from previous year 2015-6 = £1,035.74
· Total funds at 31/10/17 therefore =  £1,001.98
Anne presented a three-year overview of income and expenditure.  Income and expenditure were balanced each year.  2014-15 income had been twice that of 2015-16 and the current year.  In 2014-15 the committee had sought significant additional monies from external grants for capital spending on dig equipment and the AV set up for talks.  

A new laptop was now needed and the funds would be generated from a bid into the Middleton Rotary Club in 2018.  Cliff appealed to members to join him in the Rotary Christmas collection on 7 December.  
	

	3. Approval of accounts

	Anne informed the members that they had the right to challenge the accounts which he would email out on request.  The meeting approved the accounts.
	

	4.  Election of Committee & Officers
	· All committee members had resigned as required by the MAS Constitution.

· Cliff asked for nominations for 2017-18 Chair.  He was the only member nominated and seconded and was elected Chair for a third year.
· Cliff then asked for nominations for 2017-18 Secretary.  As the only  nominee, he proposed acting as Secretary for the year, was  seconded and elected as Secretary for a second year.
· Cliff then asked for nominations for 2017-18 Treasurer.  Anne Falloon was the only member nominated and seconded and was elected Treasurer for a second year.
· The meeting agreed that the Committee (including the officers) would remain the same.  Members are:
· Liz Fairweather

· Ian Harlow

· Robert Huddart

· Sharon Dawson
	

	5. AOB
	Anne reported that there would be four talks in the spring of 2018, from January to April 2018.  May and June attendance had been low due to holidays and committee members were finding it difficult to manage the larger complement of events. The  September to November talks schedule would remain the same.  
	

	Attendance

	Muriel
	Boardman

	Martin
	Burroughs

	Roger 
	Clegg

	Sharon
	Dawson

	Elizabeth
	Fairweather

	Anne
	Falloon

	Maureen
	Glynn

	Ian
	Harlow

	Robert
	Huddart

	Cliff
	Ivers

	Nick
	Proctor

	Eileen
	Sutch

	Elaine
	Turner

	Geoff
	Wellens

	Amber
	Wildhood

	Glyn 
	Wildhood


